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President— Bob Sullivan (0427696256)
Vice President Cameron Wild (Maintenance/Displays)
Secretary/Membership Jan Mclntyre (0402030270)
Treasurer Susan Grinpukel (Cataloging/Accessions)
Committee Julie Lawrie (Exhibitions)

John Lawrie (Odd Jobs)

Doug Watson (Equipment Officer)

Sue Milne (Editor/Fairbridge)

Kim Frazer (Cataloging/Accessions)

Di Whiting (Cataloging/Displays)
Historian— Catherine Mackenzie
PATRONS Jean Bennett, Marie and John Hammond.

MEMBERSHIP RESEARCH ENQUIRIES
Fees are $25.00 (per year) Enquiries to the Society should be
. emailed to :-
MEMBERSHIP YEAR is from July to
June.

molonghs@gmail.com

Fees can be paid by direct debit, mail www.molonghistoricalsociety.com

or in person .
Please include

Bank Details Your Name, contact r_1umber
BSB 062-573 28007189 _ Reason for enquiry
FOR MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES (family research, writing book etc)
Contact Relevant information
Jan 0402030270 Fees on Request

EMAIL molonghs@gmail.com

DISCLAIMER  The MOLONG HISTORICAL SOCIETY accepts no responsibility for
the authenticy and accuracy of any contributed article in this newsletter.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR 2026

DATE & TIME INFORMATION

MUSEUM OPEN DAYS Every Weekend from 10  All welcome to visit and
am until 2pm and most view the museum. Limited
Public Holidays research available.

MUSEUM OPEN with Every Thursday 10am until Members will be working
WORKING DAY 2pm. on various projects.
Open to visitors to view
museum displays.

ANNUAL FEES DUE 1st July each year Payment accepted in cash
or square at museum and
direct debit.

COMMITTEE MEETING Held each month as Please let Jan know if you
required have anything for the
agenda.

STREET STALL Thursday 12th March Plants, books cooking
Garden Expo Raffle tickets
for sale
Contact Lynne

GARDEN EXPO SUNDAY 29th March 2026 Assistance will be needed,

At 9am-3pm please contact Jan, Julie or

BOREE NYRANG Lynne.

MAG EASTER MARKETS at Monday 6th April .Museum will be open
Rec Ground
ANZAC DAY Saturday 25th April Museum closed today
MOLONG SHOW SAT 5TH SEPTEMBER

MUSEUM HOURS
VOLUNTEERS WANTED

If you wish to visit the museum to arrange a tour, please contact
Jan 0402030270
Sue 0400425015
Julie 0438467292

OPENING HOURS for MARCH & APRIL

During March the museum will be opening each weekend, if volunteers
are available. Please contact Jan or Sue if you can help (especially Saturday).

The Museum will be closed Anzac Day and Monday, but will be open on
the Sunday. We will be closed on Easter Saturday, but open on Sunday and Monday.
Several members will be attending the MAG Markets on Monday.



“NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM”

2025 ended with a gathering at the Museum to celebrate
Christmas and our 60 years of serving the Molong Community.

‘ On a pleasant December evening 50 members
=i \ and guests gathered for drinks and nibblies, on the
’-' verandah to celebrate another year of achievements.
Life members Marie, John, Jean, Catherine and Sue
were in attendance as well as others who them-
. selves or family members attended the Official
~Opening in 1970, mixing with new members and
friends. A Digital display of past and present

4 events was on show, which bought back
‘memories.

8 workers.

To end the evening a cake celebrating 60 years was cut by our Patrons Jean
Bennett and Marie Hammond.
I would like to thank Jan, Rozzi and others who provided photos.

AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND

Following a break, our first Open Weekend for 2026 was “AUSTRALIA DAY”
which was true Aussie day with temperatures over 40 degrees.

On Saturday the museum was visited by the Grant family from Canberra

The Museum opened on Monday "AUSTRALIA DAY” and was visited by 3
groups who were in the area for the day. They were visiting from Cobar, Scotland
and Garra, none had visited previously.

The Committee would like to congratulate the award winners for
Molong.

= CITIZEN OF THE YEAR Rozzi SMITH

- | COMMUNITY GROUP Molong "MAGPIES” Rugby Union

Club
YOUNG CITIZEN Katie FULWOOD
CABONNE SPORTSPERSON Rebekah LIVERMORE (Mellisa’s

Daughter)

Congratulations Rozzi for your devotion to Molong over many years and keep-
ing everyone informed through the MOLONG EXPRESS. It will be missed, but we
look towards October when it will celebrate 150 years of publication.



Sunday 29th March, 2026
9am-3pm
at Boree Nyrang Homestead

154 Peabody Road, Molong
Hosted by the Molong Historical S

Host : Topic / demonstration

g?rperqn Wild Demonstration on how to create a Wicking Bed

Robyn Sharp Rose pruning demonstration

Sally Bourne Landscapes Plant propagation

Lorraine Swift Companion planting and crop rotation

David Ogllvy : Home Garden Fruit Trees: Choice, Care and Pruning
Rachel MacSmith Burrendong Botanic & Garden Arboretum presentation

— - Tickets available on the day OR

Web Page: www. molonghistoricalsociety.com
FB: Molong Historical Society

Molong Museum - Cnr Riddell & Gidley Streets, Molong

Rflffle Tickets available from the Molong Museum or on the day
Limited Eftpos Facilities, cash preferred

This is our main Fundraising event of the year.

We encourage members and supporters to volunteer to assist the commit-
tee, to make it a big success. This could be transporting tables, chairs and setting
them up before and after the event On the day, assistance will be needed, can you
spare an hour or two to help. There are several different tasks such as helping
with catering, at the entry gate and selling raffle tickets, parking and general odd
jobs. Please let Jan or Lynne know if you can help.



HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

The museum may have been closed over the Christmas Break, but there was still
plenty of activity occurring.

THE LOCK UP

Anyone passing the museum will notice that the new building is getting close
to being finished. Cameron, Grant and Kim installed the ceiling timbers with the help
of Vince Christopherson's hi-ab crane. This was heavy work and we wouldn’t have

been able to do it without mechanical assistance.
4 The roof rafters and gable ends have been reinstat-
ed thanks to the generosity of Zac White and two of
his men, Woody Mann and George Betts. A total of
12 man hours by skilled builders on a very hot Sat-
urday morning. The next stage is putting the roof
iron back on building a door for the ceiling space
and repairing the main door. It is getting closer!!

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this big job, e

including the young apprentice, on a very hot Saturday, who &
offered advice.

DOUG THE HANDIMAN
Doug has spent many hours working in the small room in

the lattice room, to make it more user friendly. He removed the
bath and fittings from the room, which hadn't been used for
years. He levelled the floor and cemented it. He spent the holi-
days in very hot conditions, installing shelving ready for use.
Doug works around the museum doing odd jobs such as re-
pairing doors, replacing bulbs and assisting with displays.
Thank you Doug, we cannot do without your contribution.

HOLIDAY VISITORS
The museum was closed over the Christmas break, for casual visitors, but we
had two families visited to research their relatives.

‘The Sona’ (Commonwealth Bank) spent a couple of
hours researching their family and being shown through the
museum. The children thoroughly enjoyed the
® scavenger hunt. One of Sharon & Trevor’s sons
a2 and his family was visiting from Sweden. The
MMOLON:Ung family had visited when their sons were very young. Catherine was
HSTORICAL able to assist them with information.

§\ Later in the month the Grant family from Canberra, with a daughter
from London met with Catherlne who showed them around the



HELP WITH RESEARCH

Recently this request came through our webpage, If you can help please
contact Dave directly or see Sue at the Museum.

Dave Stuart who is the Deputy Chairman of ‘The Veteran and Vintage Vaux-
hall Register of Australia’ is asking for any information.

I have been researching a Mr William Russell GLASSON of Gamboola in Mo-
long and his association with the Vauxhall motor cars in the 1920's. Below is a
photograph taken of Mr Glasson in his 30-98 Vauxhall with Mr Boyd Edkins the
Sydney Vauxhall distributor as driver setting off on a reliability trial.

As discussed I would be most interested
if your museum had any photographs of Mr
8 Glasson in his Vauxhall or any other car for
that matter. Any photographs and interesting
history you have of Mr Glasson would also help
in an article I am writing on his associa-
tion with the Vauxhall motor cars.

Dave can be contacted at
NN R ST AAS SR s Mob 0428282360

Email tubby2360@gmail.com

Can anyone remember this car parked in Bank Street a few years ago?

IS THIS THE MISSING COTTAGE?

Can anyone assist Max with his enquiry. Please contact Sue for details

I have an old house in Dubbo that was apparently relocated from Fairbridge
some time ago and I am trying to dig into its history to see if this is accurate. I have
had a look at some other Fairbridge Resources such as Ian Bayliff papers site, Old
Fairbridgians and the 2/4th Machine Gun Battalion site and wanted to reach out to
yourselves as well.

From what I can see my house’s architecture matches a number of buildings,
the external paneling, and the windows. Attached are photos to give an idea, but the
previous owners have made some changes which makes it hard to match online
photos.

NOTE FROM EDITOR I have checked our information on the relocation of Fairbridge
Cottages in the late 70,s. Seven cottages were sold and removed from the site, all
have been located except one.

Is this "ROSE COTTAGE" a original cottage build in 1937
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THE MOLONG HISTORIAN
ISSUED BY THE MOLONG HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Vol. 3. No. 17 February 1985

THE POLICE IN MOLONG

The records of police in Molong before 1862 are not available from the Police
Department of N.S.W. After 1862, when the Police Regulating Act was passed, some
details are available, but usually only the Officers-in-charge are known. In this
account, names of Constables have been given where known, and these have come
from various sources such as newspapers, Government Gazettes, personal reminis-
cences, hearsay, etc., etc.

Before 1862, various policing forces were functioning in N.S.W. In 1825 the
soldiers who manned the Molong Stockade (v. Molong Historian, Vol. 3. No. 44) had
been provided to protect the stock and stockman from raiding aborigines. After
Molong had been appointed a place to hold Courts of Petty Sessions on December
21, 1845, the Rural Constabulary was set up, controlled by the local Bench of Magis-
trates. A Border Police Force was established in 1839 under the control of the
Commissioners of Crown Lands. This force was abolished in 1847, and each Commis-
sioner was assigned two constables instead.

The first recorded policeman in Molong was Chief Constable Joseph Fleming who
was appointed on February 8, 1847. He was also appointed Bailiff of the Court. In
the same year Constables Davis and James Curran were involved in the famous ‘Iron
Pot Case’ between John Smith and Samuel Phillips.

The following extract from ‘The Good Old Days of Molong’ by J.C.L. Fitzpatrick in
1913, gives us a picture of those early days, although there may be some discrepan-
cies:

"The first constable’s name was Roland Graham, and he held office for a long
period. The Police Station was always, from its establishment in 1848 or ‘49, just
about where it is now. A lockup was built of slabs, and a courtroom 24 feet by 18
feet in which was a dais raised for the use of the Magistrates and a table for the
officials etc. On the east side of the building, near the creek, was a place set apart
for the magistrates horses, whilst “the magistrates were performing their duties
inside”. It was the Chief Officer of the Police who used to live where Mr Bamford now
(1913) resides. (The house is in Edward Street opposite the Anglican rectory and
next to the two storey building.) Sergeant Samuel Evans, a peninsular veteran, who
afterwards went to Dubbo, was one of those who occupied these quarters. John
Davis was another — he was chosen by the magistrates for the post as was the
custom in those days. Davis was stationed at Molong till 1861 or '62. He had long
retired and was on a pension at the time of his death in 1904. Mr Joseph Morris who
first visited Molong in 1852 and who came to reside in 1854, furnished this latter
information, and it may be taken as authentic.” From other sources we have learnt
that Chief Constable John Davis ended his police role in Molong about the time of the
formation of the centralised N.S.W. Police Department in 1862.

Molong appears in the very first Annual Report of the Department in 1863. Molong
formed part of the Western Police District (Headquarters at Bathurst) which was also
known as ‘H Division’.

All policemen who served in this area wore the letter ‘H’ on their uniform collar.
The original strength of the Molong Police Station comprised two Mounted Troopers -
a sergeant and a constable, and one foot policeman - an ordinary constable.
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THE MOLONG HISTORIAN
ISSUED BY THE MOLONG HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Vol. 3. No. 17 February 1985

THE POLICE IN MOLONG (con't)

In March 1862, Thomas Edward Wallings was gazetted Senior Constable
(Mounted) and he came to Molong shortly afterwards. He had been on the goldfields
around Hill End and The Turon. In 1859 married Mary Ann Kelly at St. Saviour’s
Church at Tambaroora, and their first son, Thomas, was born on the Merrandee
goldfields in 1860. In Molong, the Wallings family lived on the corner of Riddell and
Edward Streets. They had another son and a daughter.

Evidently Wallings was well liked in the district, as, in 1866, he received a letter of
appreciation from “the grateful inhabitants, stockholders and others of the Bogan
River”. On September 20, 1869 Wallings was transferred to Mudgee and promoted to
Sergeant-in-Charge of the Gold Escort from Mudgee and promoted to Sergeant-in-
Charge of the Gold Escort from Mudgee to Bathurst. “"He later met his death in the
course of duty on September 20, 1878. As Senior Sergeant Wallings, he was shot
dead by a man named Gibson, whom he was attempting to arrest at Wonobbie on
the Macquarie River. Wallings was a fearless officer - Gibson was armed with a rifle,
and warned Wallings not to approach. Nothing daunted, the Senior Sergeant made
for his man, who kneeled and took aim, shooting his would be captor dead” (JCLF).

According to a detailed Annual Report of 1871, the strength of Molong had been
reduced by one - the ordinary foot policeman had been withdrawn. The two remain-
ing Mounted Troopers had to cover a 540 square mile (1400 sq Km) area with a
population of 500 persons. This represented a growth in population from 263 in
1861. The two constables listed in the Post Office Directory of 1872 — Patrick Healy
and Robert McGovern, Mounted Police. In 1882, Constable Heard was in Molong, and
in 1899 Constable William Henry Rose was there. By 1900, the Molong strength had
levelled off at two Mounted Sergeants, a Mounted Constable and one Foot Constable.

Constable Webster was in Molong from 1905 to 1908, and in 1911 Constable
Roser was there. It was in 1911 that the telephone was connected to the Police
Station. In 1920 Constables Fitzgerald and Frankish were in Molong and the follow-
ing year Frankish went to Dubbo and subsequently to Flemington. In 1926, when
Sergeant Bool left, there were three constables — Baily, Fitzgerald and Denahy. In
the early 1930’s Constable Kempton was the Mounted Trouper. Paddy McArdle
recalls that Constable Kempton used to bring the police horses up to the blacksmith
shop to be shod, and he, the constable, would do most of the work. In 1934 Consta-
ble Kempton was transferred to Sofala.

| - 1
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The last two photos taken by Godfrey Tilbrook.
The TILBROOK COLLECTION (1905-1930) is on display at the Museum



MOLONG 100 YEARS AGO
From “Molong Express and Western Districts Advertiser
Saturday 9th January 1926

MR.CHARLES CALDWELL
The late Mr Charles Caldwell, whose death on December 24th was briefly

reported in our last issue, was an old and very esteemed resident of Molong district,
and a man whose life was an open book in which all could read of a character in
which goodness of heart and Christian clarity were the outstanding features.

The deceased, who was 84 years of age was born in Paisley, Scotland, in 1842,
being the son of a well-known Paisley weaver He commenced his business life as a
boy in a grocery shop in his native town at the age of 10, and some two years later,
in company with his parents and brothers William and James, left for Australia. They
landed in Sydney in 1954, and came across the mountains, to the district in a bull-
ock dray. His first job in the new land was as a kitchen boy in the employ of late
Captain Finch at Eurimbla, then a large sheep station.

He then settled in the Orange district at Cargo Road, with his parents followed
farming pursuits until he attained the age of 21 years. He then proceeded to Loom-
bah, where he met Mr Smith, who then had acquired Eurimbla and was asked by him
to take charge of the property, which he did until going into the employ of the Lee
family at Larras Lake as overseer in 1866. He remained in that position until 1883,
when he took up land at Norah Creek-an area over which he had shepherded sheep
for others as a youth- and there successfully followed farming and grazing pursuits.

He finally retired from active life upon the land, and came and resided in
Molong with his wife, who passed away March 1923. For some time previous to his
death, the late Mr Caldwell had been in failing health, but was of a active disposition,
and was in town transacting business only a few days prior to his end.

The remains were interred in the Baptist Cemetery, beside those of his late wife and
daughter, on Christmas afternoon, Rev C.E. Stewart (Presbyterian) conducting the
last rites in the presence of a large number of relatives and old friends. The de-
ceased is survived by his two sons, Messrs. , Charles Caldwell “Inglewood” Norah
Creek and John Hunter Caldwell "Seymour” Norah Creek, who will the deep sympa-
thy of the whole community in their bereavement.

George and his family taken about 1919.

Parents:
George Caldwell (1843-1925) and
Mary Jane Cantrill (1848-1923)
Adult children:
George Henry Caldwell (1888-1958),
Janet Hart (Mrs George Ball) (1885-10 Nov 1919),
John Hunter Caldwell (1882-1972)
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MOLONG IN THE 70’s
A GLANCE THROUGH OLD FILES
A selection of articles found in a 1903 Express

From Molong Express Saturday MAY 23, 1903, issue

May 23", 1879. As tomorrow is the day set for laying of the foundation stone of the
new Public School, it is interesting to recall the face of the first teacher appointed
here was Mr. Thos Richards who was headmaster from 1859 to 1861, then followed
by Messrs. G.F. Johnson, 1861 to 1866, L. Chandler1867 to 1868, D.Patterson 1869
to1873. W.]. Rollo 1873 to 1878, W Roberts1878 (with Miss O’Neil as lady assistant
and Master W Clarke pupil teacher). In 1860 the average daily attendance was of 26
pupils, in 1866 the attendance reached 80 a day, but there was a after it fell consid-
erably till 1877 when 130 pupils were enrolled and attendance rose to 91. Today
(1879) there are 148 pupils with an average attendance of115. In 1871 the school
attained its first enrollment of 100, but it was not till six years that the same record
was again put up and maintained.

May 30-The foundation of the new Public School was laid on Saturday last by the
Mayor of Molong, Mr. W. Tanner, in presence of upwards of 1000 persons, this being
one of the biggest gathering ever recorded in Molong history. A procession which
formed was headed by the School Board, 300 children, Oddfellows Good Templars,
and C of E Temperance Society. Copies of the “Herald” and Molong Express were
deposited in the stone and hearty cheers given for the EXPRESS, to which paper the
various speakers attributed the honor of inducing the Department to construct the
building. Revs Dalrymple and Fox, Messrs... J.F. Wynne, J Morris and H.S.M. Betts
were principal speakers.

June 20'™- The Molong P and A show on Friday last was a big success, at least 1000
persons being present. The Orange Band was present and helped materially to enliv-
en the proceedings. The dinner was served in the Assembly Room at Wynne’s Hotel
“in a style not often seen in Molong and seldom surpassed in Sydney”.

July 4th- Last Monday evening, Wright, Heaton and Co’s wagons landed at Australia
Stores a magnificent crystal show case-said to be the finest in the west. The case
absorbed upwards of 1300ft of pine boards in its construction and was designed
solely by Mr Haslam himself. It is now erected on the main floor in the form of a
hollow square and constitutes one of the features of the store.

POEM OF THE YEAR

The Computer swallowed Grandma, yeh honestly it is true.
She pressed control and enter. And disappeared from view.
It devoured her completely, the thought just made me squirm,
She must have caught a virus, or been eaten by a worm,
I've searched through the recycle bin and files of every kind,
I've used the internet but nothing did I find.

In desperation I asked Jeeves my searches to refine,

The reply from him was negative, not a thing was found online.
So if inside you inbox my Grandma you should see,
Please Copy, Scan and Paste her and send her back to me.
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BOOKS FOR SALE (Reviewed February 2025)

AILEEN ROBERSON

A HISTORY OF THE MOLONG CATHOLIC CHURCH
ALLAN TOM Picture Show Man
PADDY McARDLE
THE SHEEN TEAM (Max &Nita)
VILLA ASH

ROBERT ELLIS
SESQUICENTIENNAL HISTORY OF MOLONG SHOW
PIPER & YURANGH
HOW THE WEST WAS WON
HISTORY OF THE SHEEPDOG

DAVID RUTHERFORD

LIFE & TIMES OF JOHN SMITH

KATE GADSBY
CONVICTS, CAPITALISTS & CORRUPTION

HELEN HAYNES

MOLONG RSL PORTRAIT GUIDE
ORANGE 1901

VAL McKENZIE
MOLONG SHEEP DOG WORKERS

DIANNE WOOLBANK
WOOLBANK MEMOIRS
ORANGE ROTARY CLUB

BANJO PATERSON & NARRAMBLA
$15.00

GREG RAFFIN
EVERY CLOUD HAS A SILVER LINING

BERTHA MacSMITH
TINA McGEOGH
ANNE MARIE INGHAM

LETTERS OF JOHN MAXWELL

BOREE CABONNE

THE BOSS DROVER

$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$15.00
$5.00

$35.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

$30.00
$40.00

$15.00
$8.00

$25.00
$10.00
$3.00

$20.00

$20.00
$10.00
$35.00

PLEASE ADD POSTAGE $10 TO $15 depending on book size.

HELP WANTED

This object has been donated to our Fairbridge Collection by Tony Dwyer & Scott
Sullivan from Cumnock. It was found while cleaning an old shop at Cumnock.
It is believed to be part of the Fairbridge Service & Security System .

n

s ' 1"‘

Written on the front panel

GENERAL OFFICE ?RC?? SCREEN
(very difficult to read)
(38cm X22cmsX 5cms)

We need help to find where it was located and who would have used it and what its

purpose was.
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Live Music — by Annie & Graham
A great variety of Stalls, including plants, food,
cojfee,gelato, morning & afternoon Teas, BBQ
Optional hemestead tour

Come and listen to our Spealkers and Presentations on

Creating a Wicking Bed: Rose Pruning:
Plant Propogation: Companion planting & crop rotation:

Home gardening fruits trees, choice, care & pruning:
Burrendeng Botanic & Garden Arbaretum presentation,

=15,t_" meezﬂ SJL\/ER SERWCE @JNMER j@r 4@61«& gugs&s 1
in the Dining Room of Boree Nyrang Homestead

_ -Tickets Available from:

WEB: www.molonghistoricalsociety.com
FB: molong historical society

Limited Eftpos facilities on the 29th - cash preferred
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