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14 April, 2025 

 

 

Dear Friends,                                                                                                                          

 

Molong's Australia Day 2025 Celebrations were again held at the RSL Club, with Guest Speaker, Mr Warren Paton.  

The Mayor, Cr. Kevin Beatty and Deputy Mayor Cr. Jamie Jones, were present as well as the recipients of Australia 

Day Awards. Councillors all attended the different Ceremonies in the towns and villages of Cabonne. It was interesting 

to remember that the early ceremonies to unveil portraits painted by Anne Marie Ingham for the Gallery, were held in 

conjunction with the Molong Australia Day Celebrations in 2007, 2008 and 2009. At the first ceremony, in the Club's 

Auditorium, it was “standing room only” with people on the stairs and in the Foyer as well. 

 

The Annual Meeting to discuss the Agreement of the RSL Club with Anne Marie's Trustees, was held on Tuesday, 4th 

February with Richard Ingham, President Mary Mulhall representing the Molong RSL Club Board and John Lawrie, 

Pen Hewett and Helen Haynes. Julie Lawrie was away and unable to attend. Anne Marie's daughter, Becky Broomfield, 

is the other Trustee and lives in Armidale. This Agreement has to be checked each year in case there are any alterations 

or additions. We would again, on behalf of the Ingham Family and the Friends of the Portrait Gallery, like to express 

our gratitude to the RSL Club for its custodianship of the Portraits. I remember the original discussions of where the 

Gallery paintings were to be situated and the great relief to Anne Marie and all involved, when the Club offered to have 

the Portraits, a most appropriate setting, with a caring custodianship. Thank you again, Molong RSL Club.   

 

Also discussed at the meeting, was the possibility of an Art television screen in the Foyer, so that we can display the 

many photographs of servicemen and women now available, some donated framed photographs together with 

information about those in the portraits. This will add to the “display” of the growing collection of donated photographs 

and war memorabilia, in an easily viewed, space-saving manner, to complement the display in the Gallery Cabinet. It 

will also be especially useful when the school children visit. An application for a Grant to assist with the purchase of 

this television has been organised and submitted by Pen Hewett, for the current Orange Ex-Services Club “Grants 

Scheme”. 

 

Several years ago, Phil Stevenson, of Orange, donated to the RSL Club and the Portrait Gallery one of Anne Marie's 

sculptures of “Murranji Mick”, a micky bull from Northern Australia. Our thanks to David Bloomfield, of the Molong 

RSL Sub-Branch and the Molong Men's Shed, who made a beautiful table for the sculpture, now situated near the photo 

of Anne Marie, at the front of the Club's Foyer. Thanks also to Richard Ingham for his contribution to the project. 
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Sculpture by Anne Marie Ingham, located at Molong RSL Club. 

Donated by Phil Stevenson, table made by David Bloomfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julie organised the St Joseph School students' visit to the Gallery 

earlier this year and she is organising the visit from  

the Molong Central School Primary students later in the year. This 

successful Art Competition was discussed, and  

the children always enjoy the Talk about Anne Marie Ingham and 

then their task of choosing their favourite portrait, researching the 

person in that portrait and then painting his or her portrait. All the 

students' paintings are displayed in the Club's Foyer and all 

students receive a Certificate, designed by Anne Marie, welcoming them to the Friends of the Portrait Gallery.   

 

2025 marked the 50th Anniversary of International Women's Day, 1975 and thinking of recognition of the part women 

played in wartime, it was very interesting to view World War 2 medals received by Betty Margaret Dowling(nee 

McDougall), indicating recognition of the role that women played. Betty trained at the Children's Hospital, 

Camperdown and nursed at the Soldier's Repatriation Hospital at Randwick. 
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When you visit the RSL Club, you will have noticed that a number of photographs have been donated to the 

Club by family and friends of local residents who served in our armed Forces. Some of these donated framed 

photos are:  

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Wallace DEAN 1894-1916  Regiment of Corps 36th (Aust.) Heavy Artillery 

Group.   

Killed in Action 

            France-Fozieria-Coltamaison. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   Pte Harold Edward HORTON Infantry Battalion 1939-1945   

Army No. NX 194828  25th Australian   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Frederick MYORS dean 

dean(Eric).  Staff Sergeant N104651 64 Australian Transport Platoon  

 

 

 

 

 

Other donated photographs will be included in the next Friends' Letter. 
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The Community Museum & Heritage Manager at Orange City Council, Alison Russell, organises regular Museums 

Meetings, with representatives from Molong, Orange, Oberon, Yeoval, Blayney, Eugowra and Canowindra Museums 

and Historical Societies and often there will be Guest Speakers and Workshops with training for example in 

cataloguing, preservation and restoration, as well as technical skills in scanning and useful computer programmes. At 

the Meeting held in Orange on Tuesday 8 April, the Guest Speaker was Alice Norwood, from Museums and Galleries 

NSW. She is involved in funding for our local Museums and spends time at the Sydney Museums. Alison Russell has 

also been responsible for obtaining funding for Museums, under the Sustainable Collection Grants. All this has helped 

the Portrait Gallery and we are very grateful to Alison for her continued advice and support. 

 

Many of you will have seen the new office in Bank Street where Marc Matthews operates the branch of Open Arms, 

24-Hour Veterans and Families Counselling and Support Services. Marc began the Service, with his laptop computer, 

sitting at a spare desk in the RSL Club Office and later in a very small Office in the Club's Auditorium. It is wonderful 

to see that this much needed support is now available, especially with more Counsellors being trained to expand the 

service. 

 

More publicity brochures have been printed, and we continue to promote the Gallery whenever possible and encourage 

visits to it and the RSL Club with its continuing care of the portraits. Please advise us of any changes to emails and 

addresses. 

 

Thanks again, from us all, to John and Julie Lawrie(nee Oates) and Pen Hewett(nee Dowling) for their continued 

assistance with the Portrait Gallery. 

 

With Regards, 

Helen Haynes 


