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ince our last newsletter we have had some
busy times.

Another annual general meeting has taken
place and I am pleased to hold once again the

position of president of Orange and District Historical
Society. The incoming committee includes two new
members and some familiar old faces and we all look
forward to another interesting and full year ahead. Con-
gratulations to the members who nominated and were
elected onto the committee. Once again I look forward
to working with you throughout the year.

At the AGM long-term member Phil Stevenson was
presented with Life Membership for his services to our
society. He has been most generous with his time and
expertise, especially in ensuring the society is kept up-
to-date with computer technology. Phil currently repre-
sents the society on various museum and heritage
committees, keeping us well informed on the progress
of the Orange Regional Museum.

We have a very healthy membership at present and
we do rely on the membership fees generated to main-
tain our operating funds. 

We are delighted that we now have a secure com-
pactus storage system in our room at the Cool Stores,
which will primarily be used for the CWD Negative
Collection. Establishing it was a joint effort of members
and thanks go to those who were involved in setting up
the compactus and refiling the 35mm negatives. More
work needs to be done in the coming months on the
many files and boxes of  proofs as well as finding suit-
able storage for the old-style negatives.

During the past few years we have focused on col-
lection management and this will continue throughout
the coming year. We have made considerable progress

and while there is
still more work to
be done, we are
pleased with what
we have achieved.
Storage condi-
tions, both at the
green shed and at
the Cool Stores,
have been im-
proved to accom-
modate the CWD
Negative Collec-
tion as well as
other items of sig-
nificance. 

We always try
to combine busi-
ness with pleasure
during our work-
ing bees to make
the sessions as enjoyable as possible. We recently
achieved the 400th weekly working day at the cottage
since the Sustainable Collections Project started. I
would like to t hank all those members who have been
involved in this work over the years.

This year’s Christmas event will be a little different
with a visit to Millthorpe’s Golden Memories Museum
on Saturday 28 November to join in their 50th anniver-
sary celebrations and the opening of the new Trevor
Pascoe Pavilion, followed by lunch at Gerry’s Pub. All
members are welcome to come along and I look for-
ward to seeing you on the day.

- Dave Sykes

A message from the president
S
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Gala day coming up at Millthorpe Museum
Meticulous planning, an impressive fundraising

campaign and skilful construction work will culminate
in a special celebration at Millthorpe’s Golden Memo-
ries Museum on Saturday 28 November. 

The day will mark the 50th anniversary of the mu-
seum as well as the opening of the Trevor Pascoe Pavil-
ion.

The late Trevor Pascoe, who was president at the
time, instigated the development of a master plan for the
museum a couple of years ago, which included the con-
struction of the pavilion, which will be dedicated to
Australian innovations, particularly agricultural ones.

Architect Sue McGregor was commissioned to draw
up the master plan, in consultation with the members. 

Funds for building the pavilion, as well as other im-
provements on the museum site, were raised through a
grant from the State Government, donations from Cadia
Valley Operations and Blayney Shire Council, as well
as local fundraising, with the remainder coming from
Millthorpe Historical Society’s reserves.

The  pavilion will be opened by philanthropist Dick

Smith at 11am. During the day Trevor Pascoe’s book
about the Pascoe family will be launched.

There will be a special exhibition about the 50 years
of the museum as well as an opportunity to visit the new
pavilion. 

The interior of the new Trevor Pascoe Pavilion.



By Elisabeth Edwards
The recent Electrolux Celebration Ball may have

marked the countdown to the final closure of the factory
which has meant so much to Orange, but its proud his-
tory will be remembered for many years to come.

Ever since the announcement that the company in-
tended moving the manufacture of refrigerators and
freezers to Thailand, plant manager Mark O’Kane was
determined that the factory would close on a high note.

The factory’s high standards would be maintained
until the last fridge rolled off the production line, those
who lost their jobs would be assisted with retraining, and
the history of the factory would be preserved.

The plant started as a small arms factory – an off-
shoot of the Lithgow one – in 1942, employing 2356
people at peak production. It closed in 1945, leaving
hundreds of men and women jobless, so when Emmco, a
subsidiary of Email Ltd, started operations in 1946, it
was seen as a godsend.

At first the factory produced a range of whitegoods
but as it prepares to close it now makes only refrigera-
tors and freezers.

Thousands of people were employed at the factory
over the ensuing 70 years, including many migrants who
left Europe after World War II and were sent there to
work. Often several generations of one family found em-

ployment at the factory. It offered excellent training fa-
cilities and many people  could be assured of a job for
life. The majority of people in Orange were either em-
ployed at the factory, had relations who worked there or
knew someone who was.

The factory had far-reaching effects on the Orange
economy and there was a saying that ‘What’s good for
Email is good for Orange’.

It was not all plain sailing: in the early years workers
were dismissed because of shortages of raw materials
and fluctuations in the market, and industrial action also
took its toll.

When import tariffs on sealed unit compressors were
reduced in 1975 hundreds of workers lost their jobs at
the factory and there was a considerable flow-on effect
in the city.

There were, however, highlights at the plant over the
years, in particular the visit by Queen Elizabeth and the
Duke of Edinburgh in 1970, who had particularly re-
quested to see a decentralised industry.

Finally, despite running a highly effective operation,
it was not possible to compete with the lower cost of
manufacturing in Asia, but as the factory prepares for the
inevitable closure, the thousands of people who have
worked there over many decades can be assured that
they made their mark on Orange.

Remembering the life of a factory
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Above: A stop-work meeting in the car park outside the factory in April 1960, with
the Duration Cottages in the background.    Photos courtesy CWD Negative Collection.

Above left: Mrs A Szyszka and Mrs Helena Folitarik working at the Emmco factory
in April 1956. The factory offered work to women as well as men and many Euro-
pean migrants, such as these two women, relished the opportunity to earn money
and build new lives in their adopted country.
Below left: An unknown man works at a lathe in the factory, March 1962.



he Electrolux Celebration Ball, held at Orange
Function Centre on Saturday 29 August, was in
many ways a joyful affair. Its name said it all: it
was indeed a celebration of the factory and its

considerable impact on Orange.
A highlight of the evening was the launch of ‘Made in

Orange’, a beautifully presented book to celebrate the
factory and its workers. A copy of the book was presented
to each of the remaining 500 or so workers.

The book was the brainchild of Craig McCarthy of
Electrolux Corporate Communications, with input from
Elisabeth Edwards and a number of former and current
Electrolux staff, and featuring photos by Orange-based
photographer Scott Gilbank.

During the evening guests were shown video inter-
views of six factory workers and the former factory gen-
eral manager Peter Cottrell, compiled by Scott Gilbank
and Elisabeth Edwards.

Peter Cottrell, who went on to become chairman of the
Email board, offered a message of hope to those about to
lose their jobs, citing Orange’s many attributes as a place in
which to live and work.

Ball celebrates the factory and its workers
T

Former general manager of the Orange factory being interviewed
by Scott Gilbank and Elisabeth Edwards at his home in Sydney.
Mr Cottrell moved to Orange in 1960, being promoted to general
manager in 1962, a post he held until 1969. He later became
chairman of Email Ltd. The interview was played during the ball.

Working on scanning the large Electrolux photograph collec-
tion are Historical Society members John Glastonbury and
John Kich assisted by Electrolux staff Steve Brakenridge and
Donna Skahan.
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Orange & District His-
torical Society is working
with Electrolux to ensure
that the factory’s long his-
tory will be preserved.

A team of volunteers is
currently scanning the fac-
tory’s huge collection of
photographs. When they
are scanned, it is hoped to
work with former employ-
ees to identify as many

people as possible in the
photos.

As well, the CWD
Negative Collection is
yielding many wonder-
fully evocative photos of
the factory and its work-
ers. These photos are a
vital part of Orange’s his-
tory, depicting the factory
and its workers over many
decades.Liz Edwards and Scott Gilbank recording a video interview

with Dave Fahy at Electrolux.

Society helps preserve factory’s history

The commemorative book which was launched at the ball.



Negative collection finds a new home

By Elisabeth Edwards
ork on the preservation and cataloguing of the
society’s Central Western Daily Negative Col-
lection received a boost recently with the in-
stallation of a compactus system in the Cool

Stores facility to store the collection.
When the society was offered the Central Western

Daily’s negative collection in 2010, a process of conser-
vation, cataloguing and scanning started which will con-
tinue for many years.

The collection comprises about 1.2 million images
taken by the newspaper’s photographers from April
1955 to the end of 2000. Those from 1955 to 1970 are
the old-style large-format negatives, while the remain-
der are 35mm negatives.

They cover Orange’s history during the second half
of the 20th century – from politics to sport, social occa-
sions to schools, industries to agriculture – in fact every
significant event which occurred in Orange is recorded
through the collection.

Our first priority was to find temporary space to hold
the collection until somewhere more permanent could be
found. Until recently it was stored on a member’s prop-
erty where the task of cataloguing and scanning started.

As the public became aware of the collection, we
have been asked to provide photos for private use as
well as for schools, companies and other organisations.

The collection has yielded photos for Orange High
School’s 50th anniversary celebrations, Wentworth Golf
Club’s coming 50th anniversary, a book about rugby
league, Orange Function Centre’s 60th anniversary, and
our society’s exhibition about the 1960s. Thousands of
photos depicting the history of the Emmco/Email fac-
tory are yet to be explored in full.

As photos are scanned, they are kept in a searchable
database for future use.

The collection now has a new home in the Cool Stores,
thanks to Phil Stevenson, who sourced two sets of com-
pactuses. Phil, Stephen Dore, Dave Sykes and Terry O’-
Malley worked long and hard to install the compactuses.

A number of members recently spent a day transfer-
ring sheets of 35mm negatives from their original de-
crepit lever-arch files to new ones. Work is continuing
to source suitable containers to store the old-style nega-
tives, which will also be moved to the Cool Stores.

Scanning has so far been prioritised on a needs basis,
while it is hoped to have major subjects, such as schools,
workplaces and sporting events scanned as time permits.

In February this year I spent two days at Puke Ariki
Museum in New Plymouth, New Zealand, to learn how
staff there deal with a similar collection of negatives,
the Swainson Woods Collection.

This collection came from a private photography com-
pany which had been operating in the city since the 1920s.

The museum uses world’s best practice methods and
equipment, which is far beyond the capabilities of our
society, however, we are following their example as
much as is feasible in order to preserve our collection
and make it available to the public.

I am this week giving a talk about the collection to
representatives of Orange district museums so that they
can understand the challenges associated with managing
a large collection.

One wonders just how many other newspaper nega-
tive collections exist in country towns, and how many
have been consigned to rubbish tips.

W
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Puke Ariki technician Claire Richardson
prepares to copy negatives.

Dave Sykes and Jenny Holdaway transferring
35mm negatives into new files.

Liz Edwards with the new 
compactus for storing negatives.

Milly Mitchell-Anyon using Photoshop at Puke Ariki to en-
hance images.



A special presentation was made at the AGM to
member Phil Stevenson, who had been appointed a life
member of the society at the August committee meeting.
Phil, who has been a member since 1990, has served on
the committee for a number of years, and was president
for five terms and is currently treasurer.

During his time as a member he  has: pointed out
the availability of the storage room at the Cool
Stores, where part of the society’s collection is now
held, and with the help of Stephen Dore and John
Ewins cleaned the room and painted it; organised
the preliminary sorting and storage of objects in the
collection; began the highly successful History
Alive series in 2007 (there have now been more than
60 History Alive meetings, including 14 each on or-
charding and mining); started an audit of objects in
the society’s collection  as part of the Sustainable
Collections Project with project officer Anne Vin-
cent, including a photo-linked database; started the
regular Wednesday working bees at the cottage, of
which there have now been 400; introduced techno-
logical improvements to the society’s systems, in-
cluding scanners and cameras; represented the
society on the Cultural Heritage Community Com-
mittee, various museum working parties, reference
groups and committees, ORMAA, and the Central
West Chapter of Museums Australia, of which he
has been treasurer for six years. He has also been
the spokesperson for the society on many occasions,

always keen to ensure the society’s viewpoint is
heard.

He is a networker par excellence, and his contacts
have been invaluable for the society.

Phil has also been the first port of call for the numer-
ous historical inquiries the society receives.

The society’s annual gen-
eral meeting was held on Sat-
urday 15 August in the West
Room of the Orange Regional
Gallery.

Thirty-four members at-
tended the meeting, which
was chaired by patron Russell
Tym.

The election of office-
bearers was as follows:Presi-
dent: Dave Sykes; vice-president Ross Maroney;
treasurer Phil Stevenson; secretary Liz Edwards; com-
mittee – Terry O’Malley, Jenny Maher, Euan Greer,
Judy Agland and Annette Neville. Terry O’Malley has
since resigned from the committee for personal reasons,

and his
place has been taken by Frank
Johnson.

Patrons are Marie Ham-
mond, Russell Tym and
Rosamund Campbell, Public-
ity officer is Liz Edwards and
public officer is Ray Norman.

Following the formal part
of the meeting, Phil spoke
about building progress on the

Orange Regional Museum, ideas for temporary exhibi-
tions and the need for additional staff to develop exhibi-
tions and run the museum. Russell Tym talked about
fund-raising efforts for the museum, including the
painted fridge doors project and the raffle.

Your committee for 2015-16

Patron Russell Tym and president Dave Sykes present Phil
Stevenson with a framed certificate of Life Membership at
the society’s recent AGM.

President 
Dave Sykes

Life membership for society stalwart Phil Stevenson
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Treasurer 
Phil Stevenson

Secretary 
Liz Edwards

Vice-president 
Ross Maroney

Committee 
Jenny Maher

Committee 
Judy Agland

Committee
Euan Greer

Committee
Frank Johnson

Committee 
Annette Neville



anobolas, the mountain which has had so much influ-
ence on the Orange district, was the subject of July’s
History Alive meeting.

Despite the distractions of an extremely cold evening
and the State of Origin match on TV, almost sixty people packed
the Senior Citizens Centre to hear guest speakers Professor War-
ren Somerville and Morrie Dally.

Warren gave an illustrated talk about the geology of the
mountain, describing the very different world when it was born
about 12 million years ago. The mountain is related to a string of
similar volcanos stretching from Queensland through NSW and
Victoria and ending in eastern South Australia.

He also talked about the long extinct volcano’s legacy – rich
basalt soils, cool climate and relatively high rainfall – all ideal
for the cool climate orchards and viticulture which thrive in these
conditions.

A source of great interest was a display Warren brought along
of minerals and fossils, mostly found in the local area, illustrating
the fascinating history of the mountain.

Morrie talked about the human aspect of the mountain, in-
cluding the many pioneering families who made their living
under its shadow.

Having lived in the area all his life, his knowledge of the peo-
ple who made a living from the hundreds of small orchards
which used to dot the countryside is unparalleled. 

The next History Alive meeting, on the subject of law and
order, will be held on Wednesday 9 September. Guest speakers
will be barrister Bill Walsh and local historian Ross Maroney.

C
Mountain’s ancient and modern history

Guest speakers Morrie Dally and Warren Somerville.

Michael Le Couteur and Diana Brooks.Rhys Williams, John Glastonbury and John Hammond.

Canowindra’s Age of Fishes Museum entered a
new phase recently when one of the Canowindra fish
fossils was named the NSW State Fossil Emblem.

The 370 million-year-old Mandageria Fairfaxi was
found in 1993 and named after James Fairfax for his
financial support for the Canowindra project.

A recent visit to Canowindra by twenty paleontolo-
gists from around the  world reinforced the signifi-
cance of the Canowindra fossil collection 60 years

after the fossil fish site was discovered.
One of the visitors, Professor Per Ahlberg from the

University of Uppsala in Sweden, said the collection
came from a ‘moment in deep time’ when marine crea-
tures were starting to crawl from ocean to land.           

Member for Orange Andrew Gee is involved in a bid
to strengthen the role of the museum and discussions
have taken place at Parliament House between the Pre-
mier and representatives from the Australian Museum.

Canowindra’s Age of Fishes Museum enters a new era
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History Alive

Euan Greer and Dorothy Noble.



By Orange City Council’s museum and heritage 
support officer Rebecca Pinchin

The Regional Museums Network Group held its reg-
ular bi-monthly meeting on 3 July. 

Feedback on the inaugural 2015 Villages of the
Heart Museums open weekend held in May was shared
and a consensus decision made to proceed with a simi-
lar event in 2016. 

The tentative dates of  2/3 April was set and the in-
corporation of a food theme to showcase the work of the
From Paddock To Plate project. 

The meeting was attended by 17 representatives in-
cluding Orange Museum Advisor Kylie Winkworth.  
Conservation Workshop:
– Preserving World War 1 memorabilia – 16 July

Paper conservator, Museum of Applied Arts and Sci-
ence Teresa Werstak  provided a lively overview of pre-
ventative conservation techniques for paper,
photographs, medals and other objects with World War
1 provenance. Comments from the participants indi-
cated it was a relevant and useful day: 
‘Great variety of activities and problems to be dis-
cussed.’
‘Most useful and relevant – wish it could have been
longer.’
‘Very, very useful.’
‘A fantastic learning experience – really useful.’
Documentation workshop: Australian Dress 
Register  – 12 August 

Assistant curator Rebecca Evans and conservator
Kate Chidlow from the Museum of Applied Arts and
Sciences were joined by Lindie Ward, freelance fashion
and textile curator, for a day learning how to bring
clothing to life, dressing wire mannequins, object pho-
tography and documentation of dress. 

Several highly significant items were identified in the
local collections including the water rat skin cloak from Eu-
gowra and on a site visit the following day to the Orange
Historical Society premises, a pair of 1920s lady’s jodhpurs.

Chinese heritage 
thematic study

Work has
begun on a the-
matic study of the
Chinese people in
the Orange,
Blayney and
Cabonne shires. 

There were
sizeable Chinese
communities in
Blayney, Molong
and Orange. 

Orange had its
own Chinese
quarter, and sev-
eral towns, in-
cluding Orange
and Canowindra,
had Chinese tem-
ples. Traditional
celebrations such
as Chinese New
Year were often
held.

Authors of the
study Barry Mc-
Gowan and Genevieve Mott would like to talk to any-
one who has recollections of the Chinese in their local
communities and to descendants of the early Chinese
settlers. 

They would also be grateful if people could make
available for photographing, any collections of Chinese
artefacts and other memorabilia. 

They are very keen to make available these wonder-
ful local histories to the people of the Orange, Blayney
and Cabonne shires. 

Barry and Genevieve will be at the network meeting
on 3 September, from 2pm to discuss the study to date.
Barry and Genevieve will also be available to meet
members of the community on Friday 4 September,
from 3– 6pm in the West Room, Orange Regional
Gallery, Byng Street Orange. 

Please RSVP an interest in attending to Alison Rus-
sell on 6393 8170 or email
museum@orange.nsw.gov.au  

Call for Chinese historical artefacts
News from Orange City Council

Kate Chidlow – demonstrates how to display and   photo-
graph items for the Australian Dress Register. 
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Orange museum and heritage support of-
ficer Rebecca Pinchin with textiles ex-
perts Kate Chidlow and Lindie Ward
examine a crimson velvet gown with lace
trim dating from the 1880s from Orange
Historical Society’s collection, which
they said was a most unusual garment.
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Orange’s connection with the battle of Waterloo
By Elizabeth Griffin

This year most eyes have been fo-
cused on the events of World War One
and the disaster of the Gallipoli Cam-
paign in Turkey. Two other major an-
niversaries have all but slipped by
with little local acknowledgment. 

The first was the Battle of Water-
loo on 18 June 1815. The other an-
niversary that occurred in June was
the return on the 23 June 1885 of the
Australian contingent from the
Sudan. To date I have found the
names of 14 local men who served in
the Sudan. More on this event later. 

You may ask yourself why we
should remember Waterloo. There are a
few reasons. Our city, Orange, takes its
name from William Prince of Orange. 

William was the son of William I
of the Netherlands and Wilhelmine of
Prussia. When his father proclaimed
himself King in 1815, he became
Prince of Orange and heir apparent of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 

In 1811, he entered the British

army and took part in several cam-
paigns of the Peninsular War, where
he was aide-de-camp to Arthur
Wellesley, 1st Duke of Wellington.
William served with and was a
friend of Major Thomas Mitchell,
the explorer of much of eastern Aus-
tralia. Mitchell later became Sur-
veyor-General of NSW and named
Orange after his brother officer, the
Prince of Orange. In 1812 Prince
William became the aide-de-camp to
the Prince Regent. He then was pro-
moted to the rank of Major General. 

He returned to the Netherlands in
1813 when his father became sover-
eign prince. He was further promoted
within the British Army and 8 July
1814, he was promoted to lieutenant-
general, and on 25 July to general. As
such, he took service in the Allied
army when Napoleon I of France es-
caped from Elba in 1815. He fought
as commander of I Allied Corps at
the Battle of Quatre Bras (16 June
1815) and the Battle of Waterloo (18
June 1815), where he was wounded. 

William became King William II
of the Netherlands on 7 October
1840, after his father had abdicated. 

My other reason for mentioning
this Battle is that through research,
so far I have found two men buried
in the Orange cemetery who were at
the Battle of Waterloo. They are
Neil Culverson and Sage Murray. I
will write more on these men later
as each played important parts in
Orange history.

Orange returned soldiers and sailors wasted no time in
organising a reunion in the final months of World War I.

Three months before hostilities ceased and long be-
fore many servicemen returned to Australia, 40 mem-
bers of the Orange District Returned Sailors’ and
Soldiers’ Club met at the Occidental Hotel on Saturday
17 August 1918 for their first reunion dinner.

The club’s motto was Non sibi sed patriae – Not for
self but for fatherland.

A sumptuous feast, prepared by Mrs Farrell, was served,
featuring roast meats with vegetables, and plum pudding
and brandy sauce, with plenty of refreshing drinks.

A number of toasts were offered – to the King, de-
parted comrades and allies. 

The meeting was chaired by club president, Major
Arthur Colvin, who had served in France before working
in the medical section of AIF headquarters in London,
where his duties included attending to the welfare of AIF
convalescents. Dr Colvin was a prominent eye surgeon.

Another prominent serviceman, George Rauchle, who
had served in the Sudan and Boer wars and had spent
time in New Guinea in WWI, was among the group, as
was Malcolm Stewart, who served at Gallipoli and who
later became prominent in the Returned Soldiers’ League.

Servicemen start long tradition



Exhibition contents under spotlight
ith the new Orange Regional
Museum taking shape,
thoughts are turning to the ini-
tial exhibitions to be shown.

At a meeting of the Orange Re-
gional Museum Community Commit-
tee, held on 7 August, robust
discussions were held about ideas and
funding for staffing and exhibitions.

In her report to the committee, Or-
ange City Council’s museum adviser,
Kylie Winkworth, stated that the per-
manent exhibition being developed by
Freeman Ryan would realistically take
between 18 months and two years to
complete, subject to funding and
staffing capacity at the museum.

She listed suggestions for a tempo-
rary exhibition to partly fill the mu-
seum while the permanent exhibition
was under development.

Suggestions included a ‘Museum in
the Making’ exhibition; a photography
exhibition using photos from the
Holtermann Collection; an exhibition on the Electrolux
factory, which is soon to close after 70 years; ‘What
does Orange Collect?’; ‘Villages of the Heart’, profiling
the region’s villages with photos and stories; and ‘Big
Toys’, featuring big machinery and cars.

Ms Winkworth said funding needed to be secured to
realise the exhibition plan and museum vision.

She said the current 1.5 person team had limited ca-
pacity to take on further core work on the museum’s
content development stages or a temporary exhibition
without additional staff and resources.

While much of the museum work would be con-
tracted, the next stages would still require a significant
amount of work to be done in-house to support the con-
tractors and consultants.

Ms Winkworth pointed out that each of the proposed
options for temporary exhibitions would require design,
research and curatorial resources, a realistic schedule
and further consideration about issues such as lighting
and showcases.

She emphasised that the museum needed a curator
and a collections officer now.

The committee passed four linked motions:
1.That the museum adviser’s report be

noted.
2.That the committee endorsed the con-

cept of an initial temporary exhibition from
the opening of the museum in April 2016.

3.In order to deliver the objectives of
Orange Regional Museum, the committee
asked Orange City Council to support the
development of the museum through the
appointment of a curator, a collections of-
ficer and an additional support person, as
advised by the museum adviser.

4.That council ensured that adequate
funding be made available to see the mu-
seum through to completion.

The committee praised the work of the
building workers, who had braved fero-
cious weather in the past few months in an
effort to ensure the project would finish on
time.

W

Committee members at the recent museum meeting.

Builders were hard at work on the museum recently on a rare warm and sunny day.

Orange Regional Museum update
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Diary September - December 2015
Wednesdays: Work day at Heritage Cottage 10am-4pm.
Work includes cataloguing, answering visitor inquiries, ad-
ministration and research.
Millthorpe Golden Memories Museum: open on week-
ends, public holidays and school holidays 10am-4pm.
Molong Museum: Open on the last Sunday of the month
12.30-3.30pm, 20 Riddell Street.
Molong and District Servicemen and Service women’s
Portrait Gallery: This can be viewed whenever the Mo-
long RSL Club is open (phone 6366-8105 for details) and is
attended on the last Sunday of the month.
Wentworth Mine: open first weekend of month 10am-
2.30pm.
Thursday 3 September: Orange Regional Museum Net-
work meeting, 10am.
Wednesday 9 September: History Alive meeting on
law and order, with guest speakers Bill Walsh and
Ross Maroney, at Senior Citizens Centre (entry off
Woolworth’s car park) 7 for 7.30pm. Members $3,
non-members $5. Inquiries Phil Stevenson 0402 412
188.

Sunday 13 September: Molong Museum 50th anniversary
celebration and open day (for details see below).
Monday 28 September: Canobolas Museums Network
meeting in Orange. Inquiries Phil Stevenson 0402 412 188.
Wednesday 7 October: ODHS committee meeting,
5.30pm.
Tuesday 27 October: Coo-ee March re-enactment
marches from Belgravia Road campsite to Orange: 2pm
street parade from Cook Park to Robertson Park, then
2.30pm commemorative service at Cenotaph.
Wednesday 28 October:Coo-ee March from Orange to
Millthorpe with 4pm commemorative service at Millthorpe
war memorial gates.
Wednesday 4 November: ODHS committee meeting,
5.30pm.
Saturday 28 November: Millthorpe Golden Memories Mu-
seum 50th anniversary open day. This will also be Orange &
District Historical Society’s Christmas celebration with a
visit to the museum followed by lunch at Gerry’s Pub.
Wednesday 2 December: ODHS committee meeting.
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By Marie Hammond
Molong Historical Society will celebrate its 50th

anniversary on Sunday 13 September. The day’s activ-
ities will start at the museum with refreshments avail-
able. Scottish piper Don Peck will pipe members and
guests to the RSL Club across the road at 12 for a
12.30 luncheon.  

Guest speaker will be Bathurst historian and for-
mer lecturer at Charles Sturt University Dr Robin
McLachlan. Some members may be familiar with his
history talks on the local ABC radio. He is an ex
Canadian and has lived in Bathurst and Canberra for
many years. s

Members of all district historical Societies and
friends have been invited to Molong for the function,
entry for which is $35. Please let organisers know as
soon as possible if you will be attending to assist with
catering.

The society was formed after an antique exhibition
following a Molong Show, when the late 

Marj Bloomfield mentioned to her son, the late
Norm Bloomfield, owner and editor of the Molong
Express, that they needed a museum. He told his
Apexian friend Des Sullivan and it went from there. A

museum was set up first in the back of the then State
Bank, on the corner of Gidley and Bank streets. Later
they were in a position, with the help of Molong
Council, to purchase the present building.

This is a stone building with an interesting past.
Soon after Molong was surveyed, under the Robertson
Land Act, the block was made available and a hotel
was built by a stone mason. It was later sold to land
owner John Smith of Gamboola. 

The hotel was called the Golden Fleece. It was
owned by Smith for many years and later sold to a Dr
Veech. Several other doctors practised from the prem-
ises before it was sold to people called Ryan and then
Morris before Molong Historical Society became the
owner.

The most interesting resident the building has
claim to is the ghost. It is interesting that visitors have
often picked the same area where she might be. Yes,
members are convinced that it is a ‘she’.

For more information about the day or for book-
ings, please phone secretary Sue Milne 6362 8960 or
president Marie Hammond 6360 4799.

There are many stories about this beautiful old
stone building but I suggest you may like to come and
see for yourself.

Molong Museum celebrates 50th anniversary


